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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Charles Hayes 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Living within our environmental means is the essential aspect of our future. How we thrive, 
prosper and progress are further challenges which may be founded upon what we decide 
now are our values, priorities and desired legacies for future generations.  The Sustainable 
Development principles are a useful headline but we need a long term, phased and detailed 
approach (starting now) to, for example, embark on “Scotland’s Green Century”. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Funds, resource, knowledge and policy will be obvious ones. But nationally we may need 
braver decisions on what is required of us all– with credible leadership - and what must take 
second place (albeit with reasonable safeguards in position). This may feel more like a 
cultural change rather simply a policy change. Where some ecological assets may have been 
viewed as secondary/minor/unimportant…they may now take primacy over such things as 
manmade landscape/heritage/tradition…just to exemplify the tensions that we will need to 
face and work through to really transform into a sustainable global society. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The prioritisation of carbon efficiency and reduction – the identification of issues that have 
been traditionally viewed as “soft” or minor and yet are the essential fabric for our continued 
well being and must now be given higher policy prioritisation in the juggle for resources and 
action. Who can set out the whole, inclusive, nation’s needs better than well informed 
democratic government. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Low carbon energy production, low carbon transport investment and flexibility for people, low 
travel working (WFH, office locations, working weeks), new jobs for “carbon reduction” which 
have always been seen as just “nice to haves”  – green space smart maintenance , vegetation 
planting, habitat enhancement, active travel infrastructure. Home working advisors, 
community internet hubs for home working, insurance and tax arrangements for low travel 
working, community volunteering to enhance local small spaces, education. 

General response 

We are at a turning point. If we fail now –as the first generation to really understand our 
impacts and what is truly at stake - we may forever be viewed as the hopeless, who let so 
many future lives down. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/

